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HELMS, DENIES

:H 2 "’d b)s,nuteg.. Sz‘aries _on..Defeggqg.‘ 4

;’\\ S e R A
;the ClA wastires’ lor~action toTcarry 1
‘> out ‘the terms: ol the

TTECCIA

U. .S. authontles ofa Sovxet defectqr.
" Helms} testdymg before the' Housev

-bach,

‘defector,: Yuri Nosenko,”was kept in-
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Former t CIA"+ Director:
Helms today went: before-as
committeg ~to’: challenge:: testtmony

last week about .the lengthy’ confines \lem. whyit was.very serious.and

Jnent and.alleged.maltreatment: by

Assassinationg Comm:ttec. took issue
both with:John: anond Hart, .@I’,CIA
representative ’ who - testitied : Jast] &
week about’the delector, and former
Attorney: Generali'Njcholas® Katze 3
who said- he ‘was, ung
the epnsode atthe tlme. :

[ Hart testmed last week ‘that th

sohtary, confinement: for 1,277 days;]
under Zintense . psychologxcal' and’
physlcal dpressure -and ; repeatedly’’
questioned by the CIA because a. Tew.]

agency.officials believed he still was

working- for” the KGB," the Russian:
intelhgence serv:ce
Helms "was! asked“b Rep'.

. Stokes. D-Ohio} chalrman of the come
+ mittee looking Into the assassination’
: of : President . Kennedy, about the

X truth of Katzenbach’s testimony that |-
he . was-.never -asked : to.- approve% '

Noienko 3 antmement by CIA‘o x-j
 gials, - CE

Helms“;md' Katzenbach was
present at'a meeting on April 2, 1964, )
-with’, David: Murphy. ‘head - of+- thg

WASHINGTON STAR (RED LINE)

For' . Reminded .t
i ed. yesterday he had rio recollection®

7 ,vxce :about* the cont‘mement 7of

%-from. Houston - written--on: April 3

£77, STOKES * SAID,:.

Soviet: bloc. desk:-at ‘the -CIA; CIAX
,generdl counsel-Lawrence ‘Houston; :
: Asgtstant‘Attorney General J. Walter

Yeagley of the internal security. dm—,

sion;, William'. Foley,‘Yeagleyso as-i

snstant' and Helms. . : ‘ _

. "WE MET !N hatzenbach's omce*l

to .discuss’;the. legal ‘problems.’ of:

Nosenko’s status and the Justice De-!
‘partment oflicials were asked for aq,

opinion of the scope of the CIA’s au-;
“thority, over Noséenko, whe was then

.under parole,”” Helms testified, - 3 -

#:*The Department: of Justxce sald

1 -read and sometlimes was. questxonedh

SEPTEMBER 1978

STAT |

X i’ il

arole,: It was |
- aur impressnon ‘we'had the authornty.
“+to hold him. Katzenbach was there. !
‘ We told him about.the Nosenko prob-

“asked what we would do il Nosenkn
“gotalawyer, .3Vt e &
“*We shired our’ problems about
he - uncertainty, of  Nosenko’s bona.
~ fides' with-the Justice: Department to_
,See it we could get some help.” ™"

at Katzenbach testx,

of anyone coming to him'for legal ad-

*Nasenko;' Helms said it was hard to-
‘reconcile, And he presented a. memo 1

1964, which described the meeling. --:
The memo, .according to. Helms
"quotes Foley as saying the CIA could
;take any action it chose to: carry out'
tthe parole terms; : e : ‘-.1
“Obvxously Mr. g
Katzenbach’s statement couldn’t be
true then?” -

Helms said. “I'm’ afraxd not. Mr.
Katzenbach was advis=d about our :
recollection of the meeting.” .

Helms said, bowever, there was no ;
way Katzenbach could have known
how the CIA intended  to. treat
Nosenko and that he didn’t think Kat-
-zenbach could’be held responsxble
.and i all, prohabxhty ‘was never in-
formed. . - Soghe f

According to Hart the ofncxal wits
ness of the CIA last week,. Nosenko
was. confined in solitary under 24-
hour guard for 1277 days, kept on a
-diet of tea and gruel, not permitted to:

for 48 bours at a stretch. .

Hart traced the confinement and.
interrogation of the Soviet defector to
CIA fears that he might be a plant of
‘the KGB to- mislead the CIA about
Soviet ccnnectmns thh Lee Harvey
Oswald.- e

; Helms said t.hat in the mxtxar‘
phases of Nosenko’s confinement, he !
was in the custody of the Office of Se-:
curity at:"the CIA. Subsequently,’: i
Helms said, the responsibility was
transferred to the oifice in charge of
Soviet Russian affairs. © . -
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"“I WAS PUZZLED by some of
Hart’s testimony,” Helms told the
committee. “He seemed to go into-

i Jurid detail about Nosenko's confine~

meant, but had nothmg to contnbute-
about Oswald. .

"It was almost.as if his purpose=
was to excoriate some of his former |
colleagues. I never heard of the:
memos Hart described in which.
‘someone " wrote--'of - hquxdatmg*

‘Nosenko. I never considered. it-and |

there was.never any consxderatxon‘
given lo these'lurid solutions, - * ' }
" “I believe<in 1967 1 decided’ the
ease could'not go on.in this fashion-
and Nosenko was turned over to.a-se~s

% curity officer to try to solve the proba‘

lem. I asked- Adm. Rufus Taylor, my.
deputy, ‘to look into the case and he l
recommended a different approach.-i
We decided to see if a more solicitous *
and favorable approach might solva’ i
the problem of his bona fides. it
“From 1564 to 1957 ‘he was held

under spartan conditions. But later

- he was under as comfortablea con- ;

finement and hved as Jell as anyone
|

- imthisroom.” o

HELMS SAID OTH’ER PEOPLE in
the intelligence community had ac- ;
cess to Nosenko as well as the CIA.
He said he regretted that the. FBI .
told the Warren Commission that the ;
FBI knew of Nosenko's background ;
and accepted his statements that the i i
KGB never took any interest in Os- | :
wald when the ex-Marine assassia of :
the late Pres:dent John F. Knn::—*f..y
lived in Russia.. . .

Helms said he made. a persanal
visit to the Warren Commissior in
order to say the CIA could not vouch
for Nosenko and what he was saying.
He said there ‘was great d:tncu'ty
with Nosenko because he was a. -Very |

-heavy drinker and at first dxdnt‘
. Wanttodo anything but drink. :

“There was an incident in Balh-.

‘more. when Nosenko punched. up.a;

"bar and we had to get hxm away from
the booze,”” Helms saxd

.&._t
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